Krieg-Campbell Family Document 1942-11-24 L-223 LPK to WLK.doc

» 761 Scotland Road
Orange, New Jersey
November 24, 1942

DEC 19 Rec
L-223 p /9

Hello butch, Hello darling, This is going to be
a report on the ectivities of Philinda in Washington, She was
very active, to put it mildly. In fact she Jjumped around like a
rebbit from cabbage patch to cabbage patch, going from one govern-
ment bureau to another, getting lost in the incredibly intrkcate
mezes of administrative buiddings, getting and surrendering ident-
ification badges in mass-production fashion, seeing people till
her brain was numb and her toungue (that's not how you spell it,
but to save my neck I can't remember how you really do,) was the
only part of her that could still wiggle. This unusual sctivity
mzkes it practically impossible for me to remember all the people
1 did see and exactly what I did éo, so parts must be ommitted.

Dearest William,

~

It suffices to say that I arrived Monday afternoon
and went streight to the Wardman Park, where my pop héd reserved a
room, thoughtfully. I called up Mr, Jester asoon as I had unpacked
gy small suitcase. Mr., Jester claimed to be glad to hear that I head
errived, end invited me to dinner with him and HMre, J, for that night.
Mondey was too far spent for action of a busihess nature. So, at six
o'clock I sellied forth dressed in my best and bought 18 red and white
cernations to take to Mrs., Jester as a peace offering, and walked a
few blocks up Connecticut Avenue to their apartment house, which is
an enormous pile complete with drug store and built-in post office
sub-station., They have a nice apartment somewhere about five degrees
notth or south of the build ng's equator, luckily only a few miles
from the building's main port of entry. 1 think they copped it by
findi ng out cheed of time when some of their friends were going to
bezve Washington, beceause zpartment- hunténg isn't the simple matter
¥t once was in Washington, Mr., Jester hadn't arrived yet, so Mrs. J.
and I had eanice long telk sbout Legos, and after he errived, some
more nice long talk sbout Lagos over gome martinis. We had a lovely
time snd liked ezach other very much, “hen we went down to the building's
restaurant, which was several degrees longitude away, and indulged in
three tenderloin stesks and a good deal of innocent merriment, After-
wards, & return voyage to thedr apartment and the perusal of their
photograph album, Mr. Jester had brought home the Lagos pBst repent,
which I read like a novel, fascinatzd, He had zlso arrenged four inter-
views for me for the nemt day, luesdar, lirgs Jester said "poor girl,
what a cheerful pro:iectl I hope you eren't sending her in to see
Mr, Ehrhard", Naturally I asked why not, and who was he. Upon learning,
eand being informed that while lr, rhard has a rather gruff and perhaps
(to the young and impressionable) terrifying menmer, a heart of purest
gold beats under neath the sbovementioned manner, well, upon learning
that, I quailed But resolved to walk straight shead into the lion's
den, And the following morning that's just what I did, First I sak
Mr, Mecatee, assistant chief of personnel, who enumerated the various
reafons why the Stéte department hadn't quite epproved of hiring me
%ﬁg?rﬁgﬁ%%n?%elﬁﬁln one was that you have been out there a year and.

€ 10 hire me ang send me over there and then have me
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leave within & year if you did, ‘here wasn't much answer to that
one, because 1 kept thinking silently that you might get malaria
end simply have to leave, But I did commit myself as far as to say
that you liked Lagos pretty well, and that Mr. and Mrs. Jester
seemed to think it was a good place to be once you got used to

its little oddities. They certainly did seem= to like it a lot,
Well, Mr., Macatee told me to come back in an hour or so and tealk

to Mr. Ehrhard sbout the matter. So in an hour or two I walked
boldly into the lion's den, without a single visible tremor, and
cheerfully said GOOd morning, Mr, Ehrhard! He sazid HURRUMPH, but

I saw at a glance that it was a case that could be worked into

shape with the proper technique, znd set to. Mr, #hrhard end I got
to telking, and he asked me how in heavens name I had managed to get
a passport, three or four visas, and a way to get to Africa, T
modestly replied thet- I didn't really know other than by persistance,
but that I privately felt that God was on my side. Mr, Zhrhard
laughed, and said hurrrumph agéién , and said well they could-use

my esbilities to advantzge in the S%ate Department, However, he
added, the main difficulty in persuading some mysterious group of
executives which he called ™them" to hire me was thet it was a
well-known fact that I was going there to get married to a man who
had been in Legds & year all ready. "They"didn't want to waste all
the money it would cost to get me over there if I didn't stay there,
So at that point I did some hasty mental acrobatics and decided to
offer to pay my own way if they would get me the priority to travel
by air. Mr. Ehrherdk ssid that changed thingsenormously, and that he
could propably swing it on that basis, And,said he gruffly, he was
for the midea. Then he said (and here came the moment of moments in
my visit to Washington) that Krieg was & fine young man, one of

the best they hadl Wheeee!l!! He kindly told me thet I was to tell
you that he congratulated both of us. Instead of eeminding him that
Emily Post says never to congratulate ladies because it soundsas
though you thought it was wonderful thex way the young lady had
managed to hook her fiance in spite of everything, well, instead of
reminding Mr. Ehrhard of that point in et%iquette I seaid that I
agreed wholeheartedly with him zbout your merits, He told me to .
come back the next day for the answer to the matter of employment, I
end ewsy I went having besrded the lion in his den. In fact I thought
the lion was a darling., Hurrrumph{ then I went around to be inter-
viewed by several other people who =211 sounded guite interested,

gmong them your old ferend Wettsy. He took me to see seversl other
people, one of whom had knovm you in Lagos, This other man and Wattsy
asked me what in heck W.L.Krieg had that the locel yokels didn't

and whatever mede me want to go 211 the way to Africa just to see
W.L.K.. They conceded thst you were as good a men as another, but
they claimed to suspect that I'd never c-~en you of a Sundasy morning
deep in the bitter heart of 2 hangover, and that if I had I wouldn't
be so innocently enthucizgtie, At thet remark, they winked zt each
other, I haughtily replied thst I had too seen you on a =unday morning
with a hengover, but they said that must heve been after you had fixed
yourself up. there the defense rested its case, not at all amused, 1
didn't tell them that I'd rether see you with a hangover, unfixed-up,
than a regiment of Clerk Gsbles in Flight-liesutenents uniforms,

I'll exip all the other interviews, as being too long
end compliczted to relcte., I liked the State Department's offer best
beczuge they were willing to say they would hire me the very next
day, vhereezs the other bureaus and sgencies wanted to have me wait
a week or suue such time for a replg., I didn't think I could weit
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thet long for an enswer, because the Steamship Agnecy had informed

me that the Portuguese boat would eail on November 28th, which wouldn't
have given me much time to prepare for the trip in cese, I hadn't $otten
& Job or didn't like the terms, “nyway, I felt that the Steate Dep
was a bird in hand which was worth two_in the bush,

L]

S0, the next day I did some more interviewing and finally
went eround to see Mr. Ehrherd sgsin, He was out, so I waited in the
antechember, “hen he eame in and saw me he shouted "Your'e in, Miss
Joness", an action which I thought was rather sweet, but which seemed
to scandezlize his secretary. He told me that "they" would pay me $1800
a year but wouldn't pay my way over. So I acted as if there were
nothing in the world I wanted to do more than pay my own fare, and
added that movement in the direction of securing priority for air
travel wes indiceated, He told me to see liss lMacdonald and lr, llackemna,
the former about praority and the latter sbout a Special Passport.
There I left him, andat the door as he ushered me out he asked me
in a booming voice to cable him when we were married, ha ha has

Thereupon I plunged into the business at hand, and
Hund to my horror thet it would take sbout two weeks to gel a new
passyort and the nececsery visas, and anywhere from three to six
weeks to get priority. Miss Mecdoneld, a gléomy and pessimistic soul
(whom I sfterwerds asked Mr. Jester to work on with all his talents)
geid that she had never esked for priority for & woman to Africa,
although they had never had any trouble getting women priority for
eir trevel to Englend. So there I was faced with a wait that might
turn out to be as long or longer than the time necessary for a yrip
by Portuguese ship. I figured thst the expense would be sbout even,
since I would have to Day out ebout-six or seven hundred for pacssege
by boat and plene, and spend large sums waiting around in Lisbon end
' other pleces. Whereas I can perk et home this way, and on my fitends
if I have to weit in Miami long. One thing Miss Macdoneld said rehher
cheered me: thet there isn't = much wait for Africa as there is for
South America, Strangely enough, I hadn't noticed it while I was there,
but when I come to think about it I believe she is right. 5till, I
wanted to get out there as somn as possible, so the choice was &
dificult one. If I went zhead to Portugal with my ordinary passport
end & letter of eppointment from the State Department, I could start
right awsy and perhags get there sooner with a feir amount of luck in
meking connections, “he letter, I thought, would perhaps help me to
get on a plane once in Portuguese Africa, As to your question in
the ceble concerning my chances of get'ing on a Plane in Lisbon on
the strenght of the letter: I feel sure it wouldn't do much good, PAA
would say it wasn't at all the same thing as a priority, and even if
the people at the Consulate Generadk tried like mad, it would mean a
delay when the only reason I w uld be doing it would be to avoid delays.
Mr. Jester advised me to continue things with the State Dep't. But
in order to get the last word from you, and also to inform you that
I had gotten the job, I tried unsuccessfully to tell you my dilemma
in twenty five words, and sent you that cable. lleanwhile I applied
for the new Special Passport thinking that If you told me the old
way was best I could cancel the new passport end the arrangements for
priority, Gosh, this is complicated!'Well, now I have good reason to
believe I am the only man, woman, child, or dumb animel with one and
& half passports to Africa, Also I feel very proud of myself, and have
been gloating madly for a week. Of course it was really all lir, Jester'g
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work, But I'm prouff of my little self because 1 went through all
that other passport business with a brave, happy smile, .and then
all the frantic circles connected with arranging for transportation
the other wey, and after that 21l the harrowing interviews in Wash-
ington (my feet took it on the chin all the way through), and came
out on top all ready to go two times, much to the amazement of every
one from Mr, Ehrhard 8own to my ovn doting memme, It was a great
fight, boys, and the best man won, Now it's nice just to sit back
and relex & while during this period when the Stete Departnent is
doing &all the spade work connedted with Easaports, visas, priority,
what have you. The only trouble is that I loathe, absolutely loathe
all this waitAing around idly when I want to be on my way to you.
Well, I cen see some more of my family and have more time to do all
the buying there is to be done (Mrs, Jester scered me on that scofe
by making all sorts of -suggestions sbout things that are absolutely
ungbteinable and which I Hadn't even thought about.) Also, I can
prectice up on my typing, which I privately hope nobody thinks I do
extremely well., I didn't encourage them at all on that angle of my
qualifications, so they went into it with their eyes open, When I
want to write something important I can make it fairly presentable
with a GREAT deal of care, allow me to assure you, Mr, Krieg. You
probably don't believe me, you brute: Well, I don't bleme you
much., But you wiil believe me when I tell you that I used to type
the weekly pouch lists (tremblingly) while I wes in Lisbon, and that
the Department never said they couldn't read it. So there, brute!

Heavens, what a long letter. I just write and write,
don't I, angelpie? ~nyway, things once more have taken on.a rehher
roseate hue, and it mey turn out that I'll see you one of these days,
My new dignity as a Furrin Service clerk is weighing on me comewhat,
but the compensation is that I have never esrned thet much before
(I w ould have been there in a counle of months if I had continued
with P,A.A., however, because they give nice quick reises). It will
be the joy of my life to return to Miami znd my doubting friends
there equipped with a lovely new Specizl Passport and rarin' to go
on a PAA plane, When, See zbove, I hate this weaiting around. I love
you, William,

In two years or so you'll be zble to see the funniest
movie, &ptly titled "IMerried a Witch® Veronica Lske makes & very
decorstive witch, and the movie made me laugh uproariously for two
consecutive hours, I wished you had been there to leugh with me, it
was Thorne Smith at his impossible best. When little Veronica dreank
her own home-brewed love potion by mistake «nd fell in love with her
intended victim I was ready to die happy, but when she proudly announced
that she had finally succeeded in lighting a2 fire with matches instead
of by incentation, I just about did die. One of the best lines was
when she was confessing to her husband that che was z witch, and that
her father had been a sorcerer for ages and ages. "You remember the
the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, don't you?- Well, my father

wes one of the gang that did itl" I'1l see it 2 second time any chance
we may get, my love.

~ther then that, 2 complete hlank 1is regist d. Vh
: at, mplete blank ered. no
Wettsy told'me thet while you vere in Accra you came dgwn with something
thet resembled melaria, Was it, that you didn't like Acera, or was it
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gueh reel malarie that you couldn't tell me zhout it? As soon
es he saw that you hadn't told me snything abolit it, Wattsy
poh-poohed my anxiety and wouldn't say anything more than that
it just looked like melaria, What's the score, darling? Pray
don't be secretive. .

My lemb, I love you, Yon't you dare go around
catehing bugs and then feiling to teport them to me., If it was
Just e elmple matter of & slight allergy on your part when in close
contact with Accra, you are forgiven, If not, censure of the
strongest kind is called for, Wettsy said you were practically
cured when he found you forlorn and weasry there in Accra, and
bought you & drink,-I hope so. ! W

: Speaking of drinks, my ex-landlord from Miemi,
Mr. Johngton, has found himself a sanitorium where he plans to
“Ary-to-getioverthesnastr 2itt¥e hsbit of ‘drinking Tike 2 thirsty
fish. He sgys he 1s afrzid he's getting into the DT's stage. He's
a very ofid person, forever lecturing jon the evils of drink with =&
constently-replenished whiskey glass 'in his hand. According to him
he would heve mede John D. Rockefeller look silly if he hadn't
sipped hie fimt drink, and then gone on from there, “ut he eerb-
einly 'did gp on from there, so there's no way of telling.

Apparently this is one of those dsys when I can't
Stop writing you & letter, Well, if that's the case, allvow me
to inform you thet you are my darling, that I'm terribly proud of
you and ‘glad thet I managed with enormous difficulties to capture
Jou with my cermy ‘wiles,. Please be kind ‘and love me back, very much.
Ifyou don't I promise ® snuck away with head bowed and find myself
some first class consulation, Yes, it's a nasty threat! “ut frankly,
the thought hasn't eppealed to me because I'm so ghastly persistent
and I decided's year end three months zgo that I loved you and was
quite indifferent to consolestion, even when it wag first claes, with
a sneppy uniform, or (conveniently) classified 4-F and possessed of
& gold-mite  defense Job. I think I can safely ascume you love me,
however. If mot you've stuck your neck out pretty far, and in writing
at thet, Derling Willlzm, I'm being.flinpant to. a degree. -You hardly
ever are flippant, ere vou? So much the better, because—one flisvent
persgon to a family is quite enough. If wvou annlt 1ike it-at 2ll, you
mey beal/ me after we're married, if the laws of Nigeria permit it,
Good-night sweet. I love you deeply and st this point rather
ue

ferocipusiy, to an acute case of frustration,

o
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